
WAC 480-07-340  Parties—General.  (1) Definitions.
(a) Person. As defined in RCW 34.05.010(14), a person is any in-

dividual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental subdivi-
sion or unit thereof, or public or private organization or entity of 
any character.

(b) Party. As defined in RCW 34.05.010(12), a party is a person 
to whom the agency action is specifically directed. A party is also a 
person named as a party to the agency proceeding or allowed to inter-
vene or participate as a party in the agency proceeding.

(2) Appearance requirement. The commission will not grant party 
status to a person who fails to appear at the earliest prehearing con-
ference if one is held, or hearing session if there is no prehearing 
conference, unless the person is excused from appearing by the presid-
ing officer or shows good cause for failing to timely appear. The com-
mission staff and the public counsel unit of the attorney general's 
office become parties to an adjudicative proceeding for all purposes 
upon entering an appearance.

(3) Classification of parties. The commission generally will re-
fer to parties in commission proceedings by their names but may refer 
to them according to their classification in the proceeding, as fol-
lows:

(a) Applicants. Persons applying for any right or authority that 
the commission has jurisdiction to grant are applicants.

(b) Complainants. Persons who file a formal complaint with the 
commission are complainants. When the commission commences an adjudi-
cative proceeding on its own complaint, the commission is the complai-
nant.

(c) Petitioners. Persons petitioning for relief other than by 
complaint are petitioners.

(d) Movants. Persons filing a motion for relief are movants or 
moving parties.

(e) Respondents. Persons against whom any formal complaint, peti-
tion, or motion is filed are respondents.

(f) Intervenors. Persons other than the original parties, commis-
sion staff, and public counsel that the commission permits to appear 
and participate as parties are intervenors.

(g) Protestants. Persons who file a protest to oppose an applica-
tion are protestants.

(h) Objectors. Persons who file an objection to oppose an appli-
cation are objectors.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040 and 80.04.160. WSR 17-06-051 (Gen-
eral Order R-588), § 480-07-340, filed 2/28/17, effective 3/31/17; WSR 
06-16-053 (Docket A-050802, General Order R-536), § 480-07-340, filed 
7/27/06, effective 8/27/06; WSR 03-24-028 (General Order R-510, Docket 
No. A-010648), § 480-07-340, filed 11/24/03, effective 1/1/04.]
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